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Considering the complexity which characterizes the language acquisition process, some children do not follow the typical developmental path and do not reach the target system without a speech therapist’s support. Such ‘deviance’ of the regular process can affect the sound system of the language, and when there is no apparent etiology it is labeled a phonological disability. It’s phonological nature is due to the fact that it affects the organization and the use of the speech sounds that constitute contrastive units in the target system. In this approach of the phenomenon, it is a logical assumption that theoretical models which are proposed for the description of the phonological component of natural languages should contribute to the understanding of a disordered process of phonological acquisition – which is actually occurring by way of Clinical Phonology. 

  Assuming this position, the present paper focuses on the evaluation and therapy of phonological disorders, analyzing the acquisition of features and segments that constitute the consonantal system of Brazilian Portuguese (BP). This paper presents in detail two models which have already been tested and applied in therapy. They are based on Autosegmental Phonology (Clements & Hume, 1995), on the Constraint-based Theory of Phonological Markedness and Simplification Procedures (Calabrese, 1995) and on Syllable Theory (Selkirk, 1982). The main notion which underlies the two proposals is that there is a gradual construction of the internal structure of the segments that integrate the target system, both in typical and in disordered phonological acquisition.

The two proposals are the “Implicational Model of Feature Complexity” – MICT (Mota, 1996) - and the “Implicational Therapeutic Model of Distance Among Features” – MOTIDT (Duarte, 2006). According to the MICT, phonological acquisition starts with a basic structure given by UG, consisting exclusively of unmarked features. Development occurs by the gradual integration of new features which represent different levels of complexity and which are organized in different possible routes of phonological increase. These levels of complexity are fundamental when the MICT is used for therapy, considering that generalization can reach less complex levels in the structure of the model. As a therapeutic model, the MOTIDT is based on the assumption that the  therapy of phonological disorders using a target segment which presents an internal structure with a complex configuration of features results not only in the acquisition of that segment but also implies generalization to feature configurations with less complexity. The criterium to choose the target segment by the MOTIDT model is the distance between features, considering Clements & Hume’s (1995) Feature Geometry, and categorizing such distance in three different degrees of complexity. Therapy based on the MICT and on the MOTIDT has shown a great level of generalization in phonological acquisition.


 These two models have the word ‘generalization’ as a magic word in Clinical Phonology, because it is the parameter which is capable to test the accuracy of the clinical evaluation and the efficiency of the speech therapy.


This paper also presents the state of the art of the interface between phonological theory/phonological disorders in studies developed in Rio Grande do Sul, Brazil, since 1986, based on different theoretical approaches from Natural Phonology to Optimality Theory. All these studies share the assumption that Clinical Phonology has a two-way repercussion: phonological theory contributes to the therapy of phonological disorders but, at the same time, the therapeutic process is capable of contributing to the validation of phonological theories.    
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